Next time you're in Branson,

Stay with

he WELK RESORT CENTER
is proud to support the
Compton Heights Con-
cert Band! And for traditional Amer-
ican entertainment at its finest, come
visit our beautiful resort, where you'll find com-
fortable lodging, fine dining, award-winning
entertainment and old-fashioned hospitality in
one convenient location, close to Silver Dollar
City and all Branson has to offer. We'll make
you feel right at home, with country-style fur-
nishings and amenities such as free cable TV,
room service, pool, jacuzzi and an extensive
complimentary continental breakfast served
daily.

Just a short stroll away is our ST4GE DooR
CANTEEN RESTAURANT. Decorated with
authentic WWII memorabilia, the
Stage Door serves delicious meals

Family.

from morning ‘til night in a casual
’40’s atmosphere.

Enjoy the swing music of THE
LENNON BROTHERS BREAKFAST
SHOW, cxplnrc the WELK Grrr SHOP

and thrill to the incomparable Lawrence WELK

SHow with The Lennon Sisters, Jo Ann Castle
and much more!

The legacy of Lawrence Welk is still going
strong. Come join our Musical Family in the
tranquil Ozarks foothills and experience the
Welk tradition of excellence and hospitality.

Sincerely,

Larry Welk, Jr.
CEO, Welk Group Mo.

e Welk Resort Center

1984 Highway 165 * Branson, Missouri 65616

“EXPERIENCE THE WELK TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE AND HOSPITALITY.”

The Compton Heights Concert Band
Presents...

Sunday Serenades - Francis Park - Eichelberger & Donovan
Sundays June 22 - August 10 (except July 27) -- 7:30 PM

Musical Mondays - Tower Grove Park - S.Grand & Magnolia
Mondays June 23 - August 11 (except July 28) -- 7:30 PM



Nothing

Music is more than a pleasant sound to your ears, it’s a

Tugs At Your

powerful feeling in your heart. Nothing else strikes an inner

Heartstrings

chord like music. Which is why NationsBank is proud to

Like Music.

support musical events in the communities we serve.

The Power To Make A Difference.”

©1992 NationsBank Corporation.

THE COMPTON HEIGHTS CONCERT BAND

Whether it's an antique clock or a stately old house, perhaps you have felt the
sense of satisfaction that comes from restoring and breathing life into some relic
of a bygone day. That same preservationist philosophy is the driving force behind
the Compton Heights Concert Band of St. Louis and our efforts to promote and
perform the fine concert band literature of yesteryear.

The band was organized in 1976 by Band President, Harry Swanger, who formed
the band to provide music for Compton Heights neighborhood events. Now num-
bering over 60 volunteer, student and professional musicians, the band annually
presents 30 concerts in St. Louis and outstate Missouri.

Musical Mondays, the band’s eight week summer series presented annually since
1980, is held in Tower Grove Park. The band’s other popular series, Sunday
Serenades, held in Francis Park in south St. Louis, began in 1986. These musi-
cal traditions attract 50,000 listeners annually.

Featuring a Sousa-style program, each concert includes outstanding soloists.
Some of the nation’s most talented musicians have appeared, including William
Warfield, Robert Ellison, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, Sukay,
Buckwheat Zydeco, Ricardo Morales, and Arturo Sandoval. Under the Missouri
Arts Council touring program, the band has been acclaimed by audiences in
Hermann, Joplin, Farmington, St. Joseph, St. Peters, Jefferson City, and Cape
Girardeau, Missouri.

Gregory Fox was appointed Conductor of the band in September 1992. Greg
calls the opportunity to present 30 concerts a year “unique” and finds the audi-
ences “the greatest!” Greg holds the Doctor of Education in Music Education from
the University of lllinois at Champaign-Urbana, studying conducting under the noted
Harry Begian.

The announcer for our concerts is Lucille Schroeder, wife of band vice-president
and tubist Jon Schroeder. In addition to her pleasant voice and professional de-
meanor, Lucy injects a lively sense of humor and energy into every concent, and
helps the audience gain a deeper understanding and appreciation of the music
the band is presenting.

The band is funded by individual and corporate donations, weekly Friday night
and Saturday daytime charity Bingos at Bandwagon Hall, 6245 Lemay Ferry Road
at Baumgartner, St. Louis Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department, Whitaker
Foundation, Missouri Arts Council, Regional Arts Commission, Arts & Education
Council, Clifford Willard Gaylord Foundation, Southwest Bank, NationsBank,
Commerce Bank, Welk Resort Center, Branson, Mo., Tower Grove Park, Music
Performance Trust Funds, Local 2-197 A.F. of M., and the Compton Heights Band
Bandwagon.

For more information, call the band office at 776-2227, or write to the Compton
Heights Concert Band of St. Louis at 2335 S. Grand, St. Louis, Missouri, 63104.
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Program Notes

Sigmund Romberg: The Desert Song (1926)

The Desert Song has long been considered the most durable of
all Broadway operettas. Uniquely, it combined old fashioned operetta
with “modern” news and literary events, such as the exploits of
Lawrence of Arabia and the novel, The Sheik. On a takeoff on The
Sheik, the story revolves around a French woman, Margot, who is
abducted into the desert by the Red Shadow, masked leader of a rebel
(the Riffs) uprising. The Red Shadow comes to take her away with him
into the desert and he literally sweeps her off her feet with the impas-
sioned aria, Desert Song.

Alexandre Borodin: Kismet (1953)

Kismet was adapted by Robert Wright and George Forrest from
various themes by Alexandre Borodin. His Symphony No. 2 in B-minor,
Polovtsian Dances, and String Quartet in D, among others, were vital
sources. This Is My Beloved was adapted from Borodin’s String Quartet
in D.

Kismet is a popular story of a king of beggars who pretends to be
a visiting nobleman to the court of the Caliph of ancient Bagdad. Typi-
cal productions of this Arabian Nights fantasy fill the stage with colorful
sets, costumes and dancing girls. It has been produced as a play and
film, and then in a musical version which was filmed in 1955 with
Howard Keel.

Sigmund Romberg: The Student Prince (1924)

The Student Prince is based on the play Old Heidelberg with
music by Sigmund Romberg. The musical romance is set in 1860 and
relates the sentimental story of the love of a prince for a waitress at the
student’s inn. Unfortunately, duty calls, and he gives her up in favor of a
wedding with a princess from a neighboring country. Following the
famous drinking songs and Deep in My Heart, the top romantic moment
is reached in the first act with the Serenade when the prince serenades
the waitress he has now fallen in love with.

-'B ac k st age

Young American tenor Hugh Smith made his San Francisco Opera debut in
June 1997 as Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly. He has just sung a gala opera concert in
Belgrade, as a result of winning the Luciano Pavarotti International Competition. He also
recently made his debut in Lisbon’s Traviata. Just prior he debuted with the Puerto Rican
Symphony in the Beethoven Ninth. Last December saw his St. Louis Symphony debut in
a series of holiday concerts followed by a New Year's Eve concert with the Dayton
Philharmonic. His Italian debut occurred last spring scoring a triumph as Pinkerton in
Madama Butterfly with the Teatro San Carlo, Napoli. He is a winner of the 1995 Luciano
Pavarotti International Competition. Other awards granted this young tenor include those
from the 1994 Metropolitan Opera National Auditions, the 1994 Mario Lanza Competition,
and the 1993 International Friedrich Schorr Competition. He received a Masters Degree
in Music from Bowling Green State University in Ohio and currently studies voice with
Maestro Bill Schuman.

Hugh Smith has performed with the Opera Company of Philadelphia and the
Academy of Vocal Arts and has sung the roles of Riccardo in Verdi's Un Ballo in
Maschera, Rodolfo in Puccini’s La Boheme, and Lenski in Tchaikovsky's Eugene Oneqin.
He has also sung as a soloist with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 1996-97 began with Mr.
Smith as Dayton’s Rodolfo in La Boheme and returns to Dayton for the title role in Faust
in 1998. After his Lisbon performances, Mr. Smith had a series of recitals in Florida and
a gala concert in Toronto. He then appeared in a gala Verdi and Puccini concert with the
Ft. Wayne Symphony followed by the Verdi Requiem for Croatian Radio in Zagreb.
Spring 1997 had Hugh back in Philadelphia for a Chekhov trilogy with the Academy of
Vocal Arts. He also appeared in Belgrade for a gala opera concert. June, 1997 had Mr.
Smith at London’s Covent Garden covering Oberto followed by the San Francisco debut.
1997-98 has his debut with the Orchestre de Paris singing the Verdi Requiem under M.
Giulini. He also debuts as Cincinnati Opera’s Cavaradossi. He returns to Toledo later in
1998 performing his first Don Jose in Carmen - as well as returning to Puerto Rico for the
Verdi Requiem. 1998-99 sees his debut with the Opera de Paris, Bastille in the title role
of Don Carlo and a debut is scheduled for the teatro comunale Bologna in Attila. A
Torino Traviata is also in the offing. His Houston Grand Opera debut is slated for a latter
season as Don Carlo. Other roles in preparation include: Edgardo in Lucia and Manrico
in Trovatore.

We are indeed privileged to have Hugh
Smith grace the “Sunday Serenades” and
“Musical Mondays” stage.

If this is your first opportunity to hear

Hugh Smith, you will know afterwards

why we have dubbed him, “The Fourth
Tenor”!

Hugh Smith,
Whitaker Foundation
Guest Artist
for the Compton Heights Concert
Band’s 1997 Summer Season.




Program Notes
By Dr. Ronald F. Swanger

Giacomo Puccini:
La Boheme: Che gelida manina (How cold is your little hand)

Rodolfo, a Bohemian poet living in a Paris attic, unexpectedly
meets the fragile Mimi as he is about to leave his garret to meet his
friends at the Cafe Momus. Love at first sight is an understatement! He
grasps her tiny hand, and seizes the opportunity to sing one of the loveli-
est and most popular arias in all of opera.

Gaetano Donizetti:
L ’Elisir d’amore:  Una furtiva lagrima (A furtive tear)

The elixir of love is all about the hapless Nemorino and his
willingness to do anything to win the love of his adored Adina. The wily
Doctor Dulcamara offers a love potion (for a price, of course), and, in
desperation, Nemorino enlists in the army to pay for a vial of the potion.
Although Adina is anything but enthusiastic (at least outwardly) over
Nemorino’s attentions, Nemorino finds encouragement in what he
perceives to be a furtive tear in her eye, and, of course, being an operatic
tenor, he feels compelled to sing about it.

Charles Gounod:
Faust: Salut! demeure chaste et pure (Hail, chaste and pure dwelling)

The legend of Faust cries out for operatic treatment, and Gounod
(among others) was delighted to respond, producing one of the most
popular and most frequently performed operas. Faust, his youth restored
by the machinations of Mephistopheles, is pursuing Marguerite. He finds
himself in the garden outside her cottage, and proceeds to serenade the
dwelling and the maiden who lives there.

Giacomo Puccini:
Tosca: E Lucevan le stelle (And the stars shone)

The painter Mario Cavaradossi finds himself in the prison of the
infamous Castel Sant’ Angelo, awaiting execution by firing squad. His
guard gives him permission to write a letter to the loved ones he leaves
behind. In his reverie, he longs for his beloved, Floria Tosca, knowing
that his fate will extinguish this great passion.

Gaetano Donizetti:
Lucia di Lammermoor:

Without a doubt, the most famous sextet in opera (although there
are many) is the one from Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor. Lucia has
been forced to become betrothed to Arturo Bucklaw in order to save his
family’s fortunes. She has been convinced (by subertfuge) that her true
love, Edgardo, is unfaithful to her. At the engagement celebration,
Edgardo angrily breaks in on the festivities to demand an explanation.
The sextet provides the musical trappings to represent this dramatic
confrontation. Tonight, you will hear an arrangement for concert band
and instrumental soloists of this opera classic.

Hugh Smith is the Whitaker Foundation Guest Artist
for the Compton Heights Concert Band’s 1997
Sunday Serenades & Musical Mondays concert series.
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The Compton Heights Concert Band
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La Danza Rossini Robert Brasier Nick Baur Don Ullrich
“The Desert Song” (Desert Song) Romberg '[i:’ivzlal:tglzrlaﬁ Dallas Blair .
«“Thi ” : . inger Tony Bonds Percussion
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Its a win-win situation for you and the FOUR GRAND PRIZES!
Compton Heights Concert Band when 2 ni
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pancy, Welk Resort
“Una furtiva lagrima” (L’Elisir damore) Donizetti Drawing tickets are $1 donation. Center, Branson, MO.
“E Lucevan le stelle” (Tosca) Puccini E"tetf) togay! T‘tfkets AvailEe o 2 Free tickets to the Welk
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Hugh Smith, soloist Need not be present to win. Brothers Breakfast Show,
’ including a wonderful buffet
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save Smith A $275 VALUE
Grand March from Aida Verdi

The Compton Heights Concert Band



COMPTON HEIGHTS

CONCERT BAND
OF SAINT LOUIS

Free with $25 purchase at promo table.
(Bandwagon Bucks not applicable)

Sunday Serenades
& Musical Mondays <"
SWINGING--SINGING--SUMMER 1997!

A Sentimental Swing Journey! Sunday/Monday June 22/23 --
Revisit the swing band era with the fantastic Lennon Brothers!

Stars, Stripes & Sparks! Sunday/Monday June 29/30 --
Civil war cannons, 1812 Overture and Robert Ellison, baritone.

Disney Delights! Sunday/Monday July 6/7 --
Storybook characters come alive with the sounds of Disney!

The 4th Tenor! Sunday/Monday July 13/14 -- Hugh Smith, tenor --
Whitaker Foundation Guest Artist

A Choral-Fest! Sunday/Monday July 20/21-- Budweiser’s best voices
return! “When you say A-B Chorus, you've said it all!”

No Concerts - Boo Hoo! Sunday/Monday July 27/28 - Band on tour.

Firin’ Myron! Sunday/Monday August 3/4 -- Myron Floren, king of
accordionists, recreates the Welk magic.

Down By the Levee! Sunday/Monday August 10/11--
Music of the Mississippi -- Bob Ellison & Beverly Stewart-Anderson.

Wanted! Help The Band!
Musicians!! Musicians!! Buy a Dog & Drink!

Visit our band benefit
concession trailer for
tasty hot dogs, brats,
burgers and more! De-
lightful Good Humor Ice
Cream, freshly popped
popcorn and Ice Cold
Coke!

Join the band and serve your
community! It’s fun, reward-
ing and challenging! It’s all
year round with holiday pops
and other indoor concerts,
too! Our busy members
come from all walks of life,
just like you! Talk to Jaci Lett
(flute section) or call (314)
776-2227.




(et on the Bandwagon -- Support the Band!

$1,000 Sousafanatic
500 Bandmaster
250 Assistant Bandmaster
150 Band Director
75 Band Member
50 Band Aide
35 Senior Band Aide

$
$
5
$
$
$

Charge by phone: (314) 776-2227 or by Fax: (314) 772-9797 ?fﬁﬂ'féi‘é‘&?.‘é’l"‘.l’?ﬁ
Mail to: Bandwagon, 2335 So. Grand, St. Louis, Mo. 63104  foliowing amounts:

Sousafanatic: $900:

____ Check enclosed (Payable to: Compton Heights Band, Inc.)  gunamasier: $450:

Assist Bandmaster: $225:

Charge (VISA or Mastercard only) Hand imon: 6138,
Account Number: Band Member: $65:

: n . Band Aide: $45:
Explratlon Date: Senior Band Aide: $35
Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip Code:

Telephone (Daytime) (Evening)

I would like to help by volunteering! (Please check)

Free Drawing!

Win a Compton Heights Cookbook or a $5 or $10 gift certificate
from Companion Bakehouse of South St. Louis! Fill out the form
below and place it in the free drawing container at the t-shirt table
by the end of intermission. Drawing during the second half.

Tear off
Name

Address

City State. Zip_______
Phone Number ( )

In harmony
with our community

since 1920.

{ SOUTHWEST BANK
5 ASt. Louis Name T Count On Since 1920
Kingshighway at Southwest 776-5200
Kingshighway at Chippewa 776-5200
Clayton—Brentwood Blvd.
/> mile north of the Galleria 727-7070

Now in Crestwood, too.
9206 Watson Road across from Crestwood Plaza Dillard’s

842_5455 Member, FDIC



